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Greatness in the Kingdom 
 

Matthew 17–18 Mark 9 Luke 9 

22{a} While they were staying in Galilee, […]1 
30 They went out from there, and passed through Galilee. 

He didn’t want anyone to know it. 

43{a} They were all astonished at the majesty of God. 
But while all were marveling at all the things which 

Jesus did, […] 

22{b} […] Jesus said to them, […] 
31{a} For he was teaching his disciples, and said to them, 

[…] 
43{b} […] he said to his disciples, 

••• ••• 44{a} “Let these words sink into your ears,” […] 

22{c} […] “The Son of Man is about to be delivered up 
into the hands of men,” 

31{b} […] “The Son of Man is being handed over to the 
hands of men,” […] 

44{b} […] “for the Son of Man will be delivered up into 
the hands of men.” 

23{a} “and they will kill him, and the third day he will be 
raised up.” […] 

31{c} […] “and they will kill him; and when he is killed, on 
the third day he will rise again.” 

••• 

23{b} […] They were exceedingly sorry.2 32{a} But they didn’t understand the saying, […] 45{a} But they didn’t understand this saying. […] 

•••3 ••• 
45{b} […] It was concealed from them, that they should 

not perceive it, […] 

••• 32{b} […] and were afraid to ask him. 
45{c} […] and they were afraid to ask him about this 

saying. 

•••	 ••• 
46 There arose an argument among them about 

which of them was the greatest.4 

•••	
33 He came to Capernaum, and when he was in the 

house he asked them, “What were you arguing among 
yourselves on the way?” 

•••	

•••	
34 But they were silent, for they had disputed one with 

another on the way about who was the greatest. 
•••	

																																																								
1 Taken together, Mt 17:22{a}, Mk 9:30, and Lk 9:43{a} explain that Jesus was traveling throughout Galilee, teaching and performing miracles, while discouraging people from spreading the 

word before the appropriate time. 

2 Mt 17:23{b} states that the disciples were “sorry,” while Mk 9:32{a} and Lk 9:45{a} say they “didn’t understand.” There is no reason to view their sadness and confusion as mutually exclusive. 

3 Mt 17:24-27 inserts a conversation about taxes, but this is not included in this chart because it is intended to follow the text of Mk. 

4 At first glance, Mt 18:1, Mk 9:33-35, and Lk 9:46-47 appear to present differing accounts of how the disciples’ disagreement came to be addressed. However, these accounts can be recon-
ciled. One possible order of events is as follows: (1) the disciples argue about greatness in the kingdom as they travel, Lk 9:46; (2) Jesus confronts them on the road about the topic of their ar-
gument, Mk 9:33; (3) they hesitate to answer because they are ashamed, Mk 9:34; (4) Jesus sees their thoughts and knows the subject of the argument without them divulging it, Lk 9:47{a}; 
(5) Jesus explains the standard of greatness in the Kingdom, Mk 9:35; (6) the disciples inquire about how this standard applies to them, Mt 18:1. This final question, then, does not contradict 
Mk and Lk, which say that Jesus instigated the conversation. In Mt 18:1, they are likely asking which of them would be considered the greatest according to the standard spelled out in Mk 9:35. 



Matthew 17–18 Mark 9 Luke 9 

•••	 ••• 
47{a} Jesus, perceiving the reasoning of their hearts, 

[…] 

•••	
35 He sat down, and called the twelve; and he said to 

them, “If any man wants to be first, he shall be last of all, 
and servant of all.” 

•••	

1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who 
then is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?” 

••• •••	

2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and set him in the 
middle of them, 

36 He took a little child, and set him in the middle of 
them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 

47{b} […] took a little child, and set him by his side, 

3 and said, “Most certainly I tell you, unless you turn, 
and become as little children, you will in no way enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
•••	 •••	

4 “Whoever therefore humbles himself as this little child, 
the same is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

•••	 •••	

5 “Whoever receives one such little child in my name 
receives me,” 

37{a} “Whoever receives one such little child in my name, 
receives me,” […] 

48{a} and said to them, “Whoever receives this little 
child in my name receives me.” […] 

•••	
37{b} […] “and whoever receives me, doesn’t receive me, 

but him who sent me.” 
48{b} […] “Whoever receives me receives him who sent 

me.” […] 

•••	 ••• 
48{c} […] “For whoever is least among you all, this one 

will be great.” 

•••	
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone who 

doesn’t follow us casting out demons in your name; and 
we forbade him, because he doesn’t follow us.” 

49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting 
out demons in your name, and we forbade him, be-

cause he doesn’t follow with us.” 

•••	 39{a} But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him,” […] 50{a} Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him,” […] 

•••	
39{b} […] “for there is no one who will do a mighty work in 

my name, and be able quickly to speak evil of me.” 
••• 

•••	 40 “For whoever is not against us is on our side.” 50{b} […] “for he who is not against us is for us.” 

•••	
41 “For whoever will give you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because you are Christ’s, most certainly I tell 

you, he will in no way lose his reward.” 
••• 

	


