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WHO SAW JESUS ALIVE? 
Jared Byrns 
 

The Corinthian Creed, which can be traced to the 
immediate aftermath of Jesus’ death, states that more 
than 500 people personally witnessed Jesus being alive 
again after His crucifixion.1 

120 people assembled to worship Jesus2 before the 
public witness of the church had begun;3 we can safely 
assume that undertake such great risk, most if not all of 
these people were eyewitnesses. 

People sometimes look at these claims with skepti-
cism because most of these people are essentially anony-
mous at this point. However, we are able to identify 
some of these eyewitnesses by name. 

Named as Eyewitnesses 
The New Testament explicitly identifies seventeen 

people by name as having been eyewitnesses to the post-
resurrection appearances of Jesus: 

(1) Mary Magdalene encountered Jesus 
outside the empty tomb.4 

(2) Mary, the wife of Clopas encoun-
tered Jesus along the road near Jerusa-
lem.5 

 

1 I Corinthians 15:6. 
2 Acts 1:15. 
3 Acts 2. 
4 John 20:11-18. See also Mark 16:9-11. 
5 Matthew 28:9-10. See also Mark 16:1. 
6 Matthew 28:9-10. See also Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 

24:10. 
7 Matthew 28:9-10. See also Luke 24:10; . 
8 Luke 24:13-35. See also Mark 16:12-13. 
9 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
10 Luke 24:33-34; I Corinthians 15:5. 
11 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
12 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 

(3) Salome encountered Jesus along the 
road near Jerusalem.6 

(4) Joanna encountered Jesus along the 
road near Jerusalem.7 

(5) Cleopas encountered Jesus on the road 
to Emmaus8 and with the group of ten 
disciples.9 

(6) Peter (Simon, Cephas) encountered 
Jesus individually,10 with nine others,11 
with ten others,12 at the Sea of Galilee,13 
on a mountain in Galilee,14 and at the 
ascension.15 

(7) Andrew encountered Jesus with nine 
others,16 with ten others,17 on a moun-
tain in Galilee,18 and at the ascension.19 

(8) James, the son of Zebedee encoun-
tered Jesus with nine others,20 with ten 
others,21 at the Sea of Galilee,22 on a 

13 John 21:1-23. 
14 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
15 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
16 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
17 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
18 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
19 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
20 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
21 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
22 John 21:1-23. 
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mountain in Galilee,23 and at the ascen-
sion.24 

(9) John encountered Jesus with nine oth-
ers,25 with ten others,26 at the Sea of Gal-
ilee,27 on a mountain in Galilee,28 and at 
the ascension.29 

(10) Philip encountered Jesus with nine 
others,30 with ten others,31 on a moun-
tain in Galilee,32 and at the ascension.33 

(11) Bartholomew (Nathanael) encoun-
tered Jesus with nine others,34 with ten 
others,35 at the Sea of Galilee,36 on a 
mountain in Galilee,37 and at the ascen-
sion.38 

(12) Matthew (Levi) encountered Jesus 
with nine others,39 with ten others,40 on 
a mountain in Galilee,41 and at the as-
cension.42 

 

23 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 
16:15-18. 

24 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
25 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
26 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
27 John 21:1-23. 
28 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
29 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
30 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
31 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
32 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
33 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
34 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
35 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
36 John 21:1-23. 
37 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
38 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
39 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
40 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 

(13) James, the son of Alphaeus encoun-
tered Jesus with nine others,43 with ten 
others,44 on a mountain in Galilee,45 
and at the ascension.46 

(14) Thaddaeus (Judas, Lebbaeus) en-
countered Jesus with nine others,47 with 
ten others,48 on a mountain in Galilee,49 
and at the ascension.50 

(15) Simon the Zealot encountered Jesus 
with nine others,51 with ten others,52 on 
a mountain in Galilee,53 and at the as-
cension.54 

(16) Thomas encountered Jesus with ten 
others,55 at the Sea of Galilee,56 on a 
mountain in Galilee,57 and at the ascen-
sion.58 

41 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 
16:15-18. 

42 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
43 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
44 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
45 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
46 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
47 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
48 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
49 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
50 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
51 Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25. See also Mark 16:14. 
52 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
53 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
54 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
55 John 20:26-29; I Corinthians 15:15. 
56 John 21:1-23. 
57 Matthew 28:16-20; I Corinthians 15:6. See also Mark 

16:15-18. 
58 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:4-12. See also Mark 16:19-20. 
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(17) James, the brother of Jesus encoun-
tered Jesus individually59 and at the as-
cension.60 

Present at the Ascension 
Furthermore, the Luke mentions four others who 

were present for the Ascension and joined with the 
church in Jerusalem afterward,61 implying they all saw 
Jesus alive: 

(1) Mary, the mother of Jesus 
(2) Joseph, the brother of Jesus 
(3) Simeon, the brother of Jesus 
(4) Jude, the brother of Jesus 

James, the brother of Jesus was also included in 
this group, but he was already named in the first group. 

Qualified as Apostles 
Finally, the Luke and Paul refer to at least six other 

men as apostles. One of the qualifications for 
apostleship was that one had been an eyewitness to Je-
sus’ resurrection.62 Therefore, we can conclude that 
these men saw Jesus alive after the crucifixion. 

(1) Matthias63 
(2) Justus (Barsabbas, Joseph)64 
(3) Barnabas65 
(4) Silas66 
(5) Timothy67 
(6) Apollos68 

Why do I exclude other known names from this 
list? Paul, for example, is not included in this list because 
his own testimony acknowledges that Jesus’ appearance 
to him took place after the ascension.69 Jesus’ 

 

59 I Corinthians 5:7. 
60 Acts 1:1-14. 
61 Acts 1:12-14. 
62 Acts 1:22. 
63 Acts 1:23-26. 
64 Acts 1:23-26. 

appearance to him, while powerful enough to convince 
him, is qualitatively different from the personal, bodily 
appearances made to others prior to the ascension. 

Likewise, at least two other potential names are 
omitted here. Andronicus and Junia, have been counted 
by some as apostles because a few English translations of 
Romans 16:7 could be interpreted to suggest they were 
well known apostles (e.g., King James Version, New In-
ternational Version, New Revised Standard Version). 
However, other translations clarify that they were 
merely well known to the apostles (e.g., Christian 
Standard Bible, English Standard Version, New Amer-
ican Standard Bible). 

Conclusion 
This gives us a list of at least 27 named eyewit-

nesses; we know there were more, but these are the ones 
whose names have not been lost to history. These peo-
ple (and others) were on the record in the First Century 
as having seen Jesus alive. They were available to be 
questioned, and they were willing to die for what they 
saw. The fact that there were so many eyewitnesses 
named during their lifetimes, coupled with the fact the 
resurrection story survived First Century scrutiny, is 
powerful evidence for the truth of Jesus’ bodily resur-
rection. 

65 Acts 14:14. 
66 I Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6. 
67 I Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6. 
68 I Corinthians 4:6-9. 
69 Acts 9. 


